
Rytidosperma sp. 

Common name – Wallaby Grass  
 

Rytido (rhytis) Greek - meaning wrinkle or fold; Sperma - 
Greek meaning seed - Refers to the wrinkled/folded seeds 

 

Rytidosperma species (Wallaby grasses) have a vital 

place in Australia's grassland ecosystems, playing a 

key role in supporting biodiversity, soil health, and 

wildlife. There are approximately 70 grasses in this 

species.  

Wallaby grasses are perennial, very adaptability and 

thrive from coastal plains to mountainous regions. 

They typically form small perennial tussocks with 

coarse or fine-textured leaves and few or many basal 

leaves.  They are most active in winter and flower in 

spring to early summer. Their resilience against 

drought and ability to tolerate poor soils make them 

important in stabilizing and enriching ecosystems, 

particularly in areas susceptible to erosion. 

 

Flowers and Seed Heads 

In grasses, the flowering unit is called a spikelet. It is 

made up of a number of parts including husks (petals) 

and florets (small flowers that produce the seeds). 

These florets have a number of bracts, the lowest 

ones, (lemmas), usually have awns or bristles growing 

out of them.  All Wallaby grasses have common 

distinctive seeds and spikelets (seeding heads). These 

spikelets are white to off-white with green to purple 

tinges.  Seeds are distinctive with fluffy white hairs, 

often in 3 rings (like a tiny ballerina) and a central 

honey brown awn (bristle) and 2 side awns.  

Some Wallaby Grasses have fascinating seed 

adaptations, for example, seeds with twisted or 

spiralled awns that aid in their dispersal by attaching 

to fur or feathers, allowing for wider distribution 

across landscapes. 

 

 Uses  

The important cultural value and significance of this 

family of grasses is being recognised.  Indigenous 

Australians use these grasses for various purposes, 

including weaving baskets, creating traditional tools, 

and as a food source. Extracts from the leaves or seeds 

were applied topically to treat skin ailments or made 

into infusions for internal medicinal purposes. 

There is on-going research into the genetic diversity 

and ecological roles of different Rytidosperma 

species. The grasses show promise for revegetation 

and sustainable land management. They have 

potential for restoring degraded landscapes and 

promoting biodiversity.  Wallaby grass seeds are an 

essential food source for many native animals, 

including wallabies, kangaroos, and numerous bird 

species. Their presence contributes significantly to the 

biodiversity and sustenance of Australian wildlife. 


